Published Decision by the Board

and Appointment Method
The Law

7-82-402 (c) (6) 

Notify its customers at least once a year that decisions by a utility district board of commissioners on customer complaints may be reviewed by the utility management review board pursuant to §7-82-702(7), and notify its customers at least once a year of the method used to fill vacancies on the utility district's board of commissioners. This notice may be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or counties in which the district is situated along with the statement required to be published under §7-82-401(d), or may be mailed annually to the district's customers in a separate correspondence, in any annual report or newsletter mailed to the district's customers or other writing provided annually to the district's customers…

What is Required

Sample notice(s):

There are two (2) options to choose from depending on how the Commissioners or Board Members are selected:

1. Option 1 is for Boards that are appointed by the County Mayor:

Option 1

The Commissioners of ___________________________Utility District serve four (4) year terms.  Vacancies on the Board of Commissioners are filled by appointment by the ______________County Mayor from a list of three nominees certified by the Board of Commissioners to the _____________ County Mayor to fill a vacancy.  Decisions by the Board of Commissioners on customer complaints brought before the Board of Commissioners under the District's customer complaint policy may be reviewed by the Utility Management Review Board of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation pursuant to Section 7-82-702(7) of Tennessee Code Annotated.

2. Option 2 is for Boards that are elected positions. Since there are so many variations, it is recommended that the attorney develop the appropriate language for Board selection.

This notice maybe placed with any other notices that are required to be mailed or published, such as your CCR.
Commissioner Selection Notice

The Law

7-82-307 (8) (a)

(8)  At least two (2) weeks prior to the board meeting at which the board of commissioners intends to select three (3) nominees to certify to the county mayor or county mayors to fill an existing vacancy or upcoming vacancy on the utility district’s board of commissioners under subdivisions (a)(4) and (5), the utility district shall notify its customers in writing of the board’s intent to select three (3) nominees to certify to the county mayor or county mayors at such board meeting and shall invite its customers to submit the names of qualified persons to be considered for nomination to fill the vacancy. The notice shall be:

 (A)  Mailed to the district’s customers by including the notice on the customer’s bill or by a separate insert with the customer’s bill;

 (B)  Mailed to the district’s customers by including the notice in a general mailing to its customers or by a separate insert with a general mailing to its customers; or

 (C)  Published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or counties in which the utility district is created or recreated.
What is Required

It is required that the notice be given at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting however it s the opinion of TAUD’s legal counsel that notice may be given up to one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the meeting.  

Sample notice(s):

County Mayor Appointment Method

A vacancy will exist on ____________, 20___ on the District’s Board of Commissioners due to the expiration of the term of a current member of the Board.  The Board plans to certify a list of three nominees to the ____________ County Mayor to fill this vacancy at its regular meeting on ______________.  A customer may submit a name for consideration by the Board for the list of nominees.  To be considered the name must be mailed to the District’s General Manager no later than one (1) week before this Board meeting.  Qualifications established by the Board for nominees are available upon request.
Elected Board Method

A vacancy will exist on ____________, 20___ on the District’s Board of Commissioners due to the expiration of the term of a current member of the Board.  The Board plans to certify a list of three (3) nominees to the ____________ County Mayor to fill this vacancy at its regular meeting on ______________.  A customer may submit a name for consideration by the Board for the list of nominees.  To be considered the name must be mailed to the District’s General Manager no later than one (1) week before this Board meeting.  Qualifications established by the Board for nominees are available upon request.

This notice maybe placed with any other notices that are required to be mailed or published.
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